Veterinary report by University of Illinois. College of Veterinary Medicine
(c3& ■ o l io s '  
v/££ Veterinary
REPORT
nvs:: T,TS0H2flfflB 
LIBRARY
J5W 2 3 1995
C o lle g e  of V e te rin a ry  M e dicin e  
U n ive rs ity  of Illino is  at U rb a n a -C h a m p a ig n  
W inter 1994, V olum e 18, No. 4
M ore R eliable  H o rm o n e  Tre a tm e n ts  in th e  W orks
BY TANIA BANAK
Dr. G ary Sherm an 
(left) and research 
associa te  Dr. Lisa 
Lund ana lyze p ig  
and horse gene  
sequence  
in form ation.
| j ]  rofitable livestock production de­
pends on efficient reproductive man­
agement. For example, earlier onset of 
puberty and synchronized estrus can 
generate profits.
“Even a few days conserved can trans­
late into significant savings for produc­
ers,” notes Dr. Gary Sherman, a 
veterinarian who is doing reproductive 
physiology research at the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine at Urbana.
To help swine producers maintain 
that edge, Dr. Sherman is trying to fine- 
tune the hormones that are currendy 
used to increase pig reproductive effi­
ciency. He is using recombinant DNA 
methodologies.
Producers presently use a horse hor­
mone, pregnant mare serum gonado­
tropin (PMSG: an active ingredient of 
P.G. 600), to facilitate swine repro­
duction. In the horse, the PMSG 
molecule acts as a luteinizing hor­
mone, but by a quirk of nature, it 
actually acts as a follicle-stimulating 
hormone when given to pigs (and 
most other mammals as well).
Producers and researchers have taken
horse and pig hormones. Once he finds them, he plans to create a porcine 
molecule that he believes could be used repeatedly in swine at a lower cost and 
without provoking an immune reaction.
“That way we wouldn’t have to give a pig a horse molecule,” Dr. Sherman 
explains. “It would also be safer and more cost-effective.”
The payoff? Less risk to the pigs being administered the hormone, greater drug 
efficacy, and ultimately a reduction in non-productive days.
If the recombinant hormone works in pigs, Dr. Sherman’s next goal is to develop 
one for use in cattle. ■
advantage of this unusual property by 
using the hormone to induce normal es­
trus and superovulation in pigs and as a 
treatment for anestrus.
The only catch is that the horse hor­
mone is “foreign” to the pig’s body. Be­
cause it is a foreign protein, antibodies 
may be produced in pigs administered 
the hormone. This in turn can lead to a 
variability in effectiveness of therapy. 
Another factor that could contribute to 
variable effectiveness is batch-to-batch 
variability in biological activity of hor­
mone partially purified from the blood 
of different groups of pregnant mares.
Using state-of-the-art gene-splicing 
techniques, Dr. Sherman has isolated 
the genes for the related hormones, 
PMSG and porcine luteinizing hormone. 
He is now in the process of shifting DNA 
fragments between these genes to design 
and synthesize a hybrid recombinant 
hormone. The “manufactured” hormone 
will maximize similarity to the porcine 
hormone but will also exhibit the fol­
licle-stimulating activity characteristics 
of PMSG.
His first step is to pinpoint exactly 
where the differences are between the
Veterinary College Builds a Ram p 
on the Inform ation Superhighw ay
BY TANIA BANAK
he information superhighway has 
wound its way onto the college’s turf. 
More computers for students to work on, 
expansion of computer projection capa­
bilities to all the major lecture rooms at 
the college, and the college’s very own 
niche on the information superhighway 
—  it’s all part of the college’s efforts to 
bring students and faculty into the elec­
tronic information age.
Dr. Ron Smith, professor ofveterinary 
pathobiology and Director of Medical 
Informatics at the college, has put the 
school on the fast track to computer 
connections by creating a college infor­
mation nodule on Gopher and the World 
Wide Web, huge information delivery 
systems on the Internet. The Internet is a 
worldwide computer “supemetwork” that 
allows computer users from all over the 
world to interact with one another. Indi­
viduals can also obtain information from 
a wide range of sources including govern­
ment, academia, corporations, and now, 
the UI College ofVeterinary Medicine.
According to Dr. Smith, “The college 
Gopher is intended to serve as both a 
teaching/research tool internally and as a 
public outreach service. It can also be an 
effective recruiting tool for professional
and graduate students and prospective 
faculty.”
To date, people from around the world 
have logged on to learn about admis­
sions to the college or to browse the 
college’s various information services.
The Internet is accessible via a wide 
variety of sources, including university 
networks, freenets, and private infor­
mation providers such as America 
OnLine (AOL). Alumni with AOL ac­
cess can browse and download the 
college’s Gopher information through 
a simple series of menu picks from the 
AOL “window.”
Aggressive pursuit of student-funded 
computer grants over the years has 
brought the number of student-acces­
sible networked computers to 70, split 
evenly between Macintosh and IBM- 
compatibles. The most recent grant is 
being used to increase the number of 
color computers able to use the Mosaic 
Internet browsing tool.
Mosaic is provided at no cost by the 
UI’s National Center for Supercom­
puter Applications, where it was devel­
oped. Mosaic is typical o f the new 
generation of “graphic user interface”
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wIt’s Official —  U niversity  Em barks 
on Fund Raising Cam paign
BY TERRY RATHGEBER, ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR DEVELOPMENT
hat had been a poorly kept secret 
in many quarters became official during 
the University of Illinois Foundation’s 
annual meeting the second week of 
October— the University of Illinois is 
embarking on a major new fund raising 
campaign. “Campaign Illinois: Build­
ing on Tradition —  Shaping Tomor­
row” is a massive undertaking that will 
seek commitments from alumni, friends, 
business and industry, faculty and staff 
of the University of Illinois. This cam­
paign, the second University-wide fund 
raising effort, has a goal of raising $1 
billion by the end of 1998.
The first such effort, the five-year 
campaign for Illinois, brought in $132 
million before it came to an end in 
December 1984. That campaign had a 
goal of $100 million. The partnerships 
that we formed during that campaign 
have become even more critical. W ith 
the state now providing about 35 per­
cent of the University’s operating bud­
get as compared to 72 percent in 1954 
and 42 percent only five years ago, pri­
vate resources have grown in impor­
tance to the University of Illinois.
Campaign Illinois makes endowment 
a priority— endowment that will work 
in perpetuity to support the people and 
missions of the University. By increas­
ing endow m ents, the U niversity  
strengthens its financial base and pro­
duces annual usable income while leav­
ing the p rincipal in tact. This 
endowment drive is focused on aca­
demic positions as well as scholarships 
and program assistance. Other priori­
ties are laboratory renovations, equip­
ment and facilities.
O ur goal in veterinary medicine is a 
bit over $10 million and the emphasis 
parallels that of the campus —  very hu­
man-oriented goals emphasizing schol­
arships, fellowships, teaching, and 
programming support.
How can you help? Obviously, your 
own gift support is important. Whether 
that be current or deferred giving, we 
stand ready to work with those who wish 
to support the University of Illinois and 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. We 
can offer assistance with current gifts of 
cash, securities, or real estate, as well as 
with gifts of personal property (artwork, 
stamps, coins, jewelry, or equipment). 
W ith regard to deferred gifts such as be­
quests, life insurance, or trusts, these gifts 
are created through an estate plan, pro­
viding a capital gift to the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at a future time 
and sometimes actually increasing the 
donor's lifetime income. We are par­
ticularly fortunate at the University to 
have a strong trust relations and planned 
giving staff at the University of Illinois 
Foundation who can assist you in your 
planning in order to ensure that your 
gifts will accomplish your wishes in 
benefitting the University. The Univer­
sity of Illinois offers almost as many 
ways to give as we have programs to 
support. A gift plan can literally be tai­
lored to meet any individual situation.
Beyond your own gift support, I 
would hope that when you meet animal 
lovers with a charitable interest that the
University of Illinois College o f Veteri­
nary Medicine is the first place you con­
sider. A simple phone call or note to one 
of us and your willingness to introduce 
us to these people can lead to significant 
support for the College. We currently 
have four planned gifts in various stages 
of completion that we are working on 
with our colleagues in planned giving at 
the Foundation. Three will eventually 
provide scholarship support and one 
will be earmarked for program support. 
The key in each relationship was their 
veterinarians —  two from the Chicago 
area, one in Florida, and a fourth in 
central Illinois. Our competition for 
these gift funds is often animal welfare 
groups of one sort or another. We relish 
the chance to match our opportunities 
within veterinary medicine to the phil­
anthropic interests of donors who may 
be considering other animal interest 
groups.
Over the coming months and years, 
you’ll see many references to gift sup­
port for the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine in the 
pages of the Veterinary Report. In this 
issue, you’ll see news of a substantial 
corporate gift from Johnson & Johnson 
that Dick Isaacson has obtained as well 
as an article by Kimberly Meenen on 
the first 10 years of the Companion 
Animal Memorial Fund. We look for­
ward to working with you on “Cam­
paign for Illinois” and creating other 
good news for the College. ■
Veterinary Pathobiology Appoints N ew  Head
emphasizes programmatic strengths and develops a v
Visions of a flexible, interactive and responsive department 
enticed Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock to accept headship of the 
college’s Veterinary Pathobiology Department. She stepped 
from a professorship into the new role on November 21, 1994, 
hoping to maintain her research into the mycotoxin fumonisin, 
which produces different effects in different species (including 
pulmonary edema in pigs and leukoencephalomalacia in horses).
“The major strengths of the department are its current 
faculty, graduate students and staff,” Dr. Haschek says. “Their 
commitment and support are essential to my success. My major 
goal is to make the department an exciting, enjoyable, and 
productive place to work.”
She intends to set in place a strategic planning process that 
for the department’s future. For example, infectious disease is one of
the department’s most important programs. “However, the plan will need to be flexible enough to meet societal changes we’ll be 
coming across as well as changes in the university’s funding situation,” she notes.
“Teaching, research and service are critical to the department’s mission,” she adds. “Departmental excellence in all three areas 
is essential if we are to fulfill the needs of our customers who include professional and graduate students, veterinary practitioners, 
Illinois livestock producers, and the veterinary profession as a whole.”
Dr. Haschek-Hock comes from Australia where she earned her BVSc degree with honors from Sydney University in 1972. She 
went on to earn a PhD degree in veterinary pathology from Cornell University. She also attained certification in the American 
College o f Veterinary Pathologists in 1977 and the American Board of Toxicology in 1980.
She joined the Illinois veterinary college faculty in 1982, after a stint as a researcher in the toxicology section of Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. In 1988-89, she went on leave to Sydney, Australia to serve as head of toxicology 
and senior toxicology lecturer at their National Institute of Occupational Health and Safety.
She is married to Vincent Hock, a metallurgist with the Army Corps of Engineers at the Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratories. Outside of work, her interests include enjoying the outdoors, classical music, and reading.
Dates to Remember
January 15,1995 — The North American 
Veterinary Conference, Orlando, Florida, 
alumni reception 6-7:15pm at the Marriott 
Orlando World Center. Contact 
Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
January 16,1995 — Martin Luther King 
Day, campus closed.
February 4,1995, Equine Neonatology 
Short Course, Urbana, III. Lecture and 
wetlab by Dr. Wendy Vaala, New Bolton, 
University of Pennsylvania. Sponsored by 
the IL Student Chapter of the AAEP. Contact 
Dick Griffin, VM 2, (217/398-1218 evenings).
February 27,1995, Western States Veteri­
nary Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
alumni reception at the Riviera Hotel/
Riviera Room G, 7 p.m. Contact 
Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
March 3-4,1995 — College of 
Agriculture Open House, Stock 
Pavilion, Urbana, IL. “The 
Place to Be,” will feature a “mock veterinary 
clinic” exhibit sponsored by the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Contact:
Sandra Casserly (217/333-9441) or 
Kimberly Meenen (217/333r2907).
March 14-16,1995 — SAVMA Symposium, 
Urbana, IL. “Come Visit America’s Heart­
land” is the theme. For more information, 
contact Anne Barger, VM 3 (217/333-1192).
April 1995 — PLEASE NOTE — Due to all 
the preparation required by the SAVMA 
Symposium, veterinary students will not be 
hosting Open House this year. The next 
Veterinary Medicine Open House will 
be scheduled for April 1996. Thanks 
for your understanding.
April 22-23,1995 — 4th Annual Wildlife, 
Exotic & Zoo Animal Medicine (WEZAM) 
Conference, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Continuing education about exotics for 
practitioners. Contact Karen Steinke 
(608/233-7275).
April 28-30,1995 — 40th Reunion for the 
Class of 1955. Contact Dr. Erwin Small 
(217/333-2762).
June 11,1995 — Annual Illinois Academy 
of Veterinary Medicine Seminar, Arlington 
Park Hilton, Arlington Heights, III. Dr. Ron 
McLaughlin of Kansas State University will 
lecture on orthopedic surgery; there will be 
a mid-day respite to go to the races. Con­
tact Dr. David Saidel, 1031 W. Dundee Rd., 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 (708/394-1128) 
FAX: 708/394-1175.
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Dr. D iP ietro  B e co m e s R e se a rch  Dean
f Dr. Joseph A. 
3 DiPietro was appointed 
S3 Associate Dean for Re­
search at the University 
o f Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 
Urbana on August 21, 
1994.
The position entails 
coordinating research 
activities within the vet­
erinary college and serv­
ing as Assistant Director
of the Agricultural Experiment Station. Dr. DiPietro looks forward to facilitating 
research needs at the college, assisting in the development of new programs, 
stimulating further interest in interdisciplinary research activities, and interacting 
with faculty, research agencies, alumni and friends of the college.
Dr. DiPietro served as Acting Associate Dean for Research from 1990-91 and 
again from 1993 to the present. He joined the college faculty in 1978, two years 
after earning his DVM degree from Illinois. He started in the field services section 
of veterinary clinical medicine, developing a strong research interest in parasitology. 
He earned an MS degree in parasitology in 1980. He subsequendy transferred to 
the Veterinary Pathobiology Department. For the last four years, he has been a 
professor of veterinary pathobiology in the parasitology division, completing 
numerous research projects and teaching parasitology.
Dr. DiPietro plans to continue teaching parasitology at the college as well as 
performing research in epidemiology, chemotherapy, and control of endoparasites 
of large domestic animals, though those activities will be at a more modest level.
He is married to the former Deborah Brown. They have three children, Robin, 
Joseph, and Rose.
Com panion Anim al M em orial Fund 
M arks 10 Years of G iving
BY KIMBERLY MEENEN
hen a cherished animal compan­
ion dies, the grieving process is very real 
and may be shared by the owner, veteri­
narian, family, and friends. For the vet­
erinarian, the manner in which he or she 
handles their client’s grief can influence 
the quality and the future of the profes­
sional relationship.
The Companion Animal Memorial 
Fund at the University of Illinois Col­
lege o f Veterinary Medicine was estab­
lished 10 years ago to help veterinarians 
take an active role in expressing 
compassion by memorializing clients’ 
pets and at the same time contribut­
ing to research that benefits other 
companion animals. In addition to 
research support, smaller amounts of 
funding from the program have been 
used to support innovative teaching 
and service efforts at the college.
Since its inception in 1984, over 
3,600 gifts totaling well over $ 148,000 
have been made in the memory of 
companion animals. These gifts sup­
port outstanding noninvasive projects 
and work by University of Illinois 
clinicians and scientists on conditions 
affecting companion animals.
Over the years, the memorial pro­
gram has supported over 25 projects at 
the college. Recent endeavors have in­
cluded studies of feline congestive heart 
failure caused by restrictive or hyper­
trophic cardiomyopathy, canine familial 
tubulointerstitial renal disease, and the 
yielding and bonding strengths of dental 
acrylic in canine mandibular fracture re­
pair. This year, the memorial program 
also provided start-up funds for the 
college’s new oncologist, Dr. Barbara 
Kitchell, and assistance for the final year 
of training for veterinary dentistry resi­
dent, Dr. Janna Johnson. Previously, 
funds also were used to match a Dodge 
Foundation gift to Drs. Ann Johnson 
and Cathy Greenfield.
The memorial program basically works 
like this: W hen a client’s animal dies or 
must be euthanized, the veterinarian sends 
a gift to the Companion Animal Memo­
rial Fund in the deceased animal’s name. 
The amount remains confidential. Upon 
receipt of the gift, the college sends a 
personalized note card informing the cli­
ent of the thoughtful gesture made by 
their veterinarian in memory of their pet.
Each day, the college receives letters 
from appreciative pet owners whose ani­
mals were memorialized by their veteri­
narians through the Companion Animal 
Memorial Fund. Often, pet owners 
choose to make an additional gift. More 
and more often, the program is being 
used by animal owners who have learned 
about it to memorialize pets of friends or 
relatives. Gifts are also being made in 
honor of living pets by people who are
D r. G a y  M iller A p p o in te d  A s s o cia te  Dean 
for A c a d e m ic  A ffairs
A strong drive to fa­
cilitate both student and 
faculty developm ent 
helped Dr. Gay Miller 
make the transition 
from teaching food ani­
mal medicine and doing 
research in health eco­
nomics to serving as the 
college’s new Associate 
Dean for Academic and 
Student Affairs.
She stepped into her 
position on August 29, 1994, after taking time out to attend the Veterinary 
Symposium for Veterinary Epidemiology and Economics in Nairobi, Kenya, 
Africa. While in Africa, she presented research results from her most recent 
federally-funded project on the cost-benefits of the national pseudorabies virus 
eradication program.
Dr. Miller’s emphasis while on The Ohio State University veterinary faculty for 
12 years was food animal health and economics.
Dr. Miller obtained her DVM degree from The Ohio State University. She then 
earned an MS degree from the University of Missouri, Columbia, in agricultural 
economics. From there, she returned to Ohio State, where she obtained a PhD 
degree in agricultural economics and taught production food animal medicine. 
Topics she addressed included the production cost of food animals, including 
questions such as: How much income does a cow generate? How much is a pig 
worth when it goes to market? W hat should one recommend for veterinary 
treatment given the value of the animal, the cost of treatment, and the probability 
of various outcomes?
“I’ve always been interested in the success of students and in the success of 
faculty,” she notes. “I enjoy talking to people and watching them be successful.
She also points out that with the shift in gender of the veterinary student 
population, the profession needs women who can serve as role models in leadership. 
Dr. Miller is enthusiastic about her new administrative role and is looking forward 
to helping people “sift through all o f the possibilities and narrow down targets.”
Dr. Miller is married to Joe Rosenblatt, a mathematician on the University of 
Illinois faculty. They have four children, all girls. Animals are their hobby —  they 
have two horses, four goats, 40 rabbits, two dogs, three cats, a gerbil, and two 
chameleons. In their spare time, Dr. Miller and her family ride horses, breed 
rabbits, milk goats, and read.
A ca d e m ic  Affairs O ffice R ece ive s Facelift
A larger, brighter Office o f Academic and Student Affairs now welcomes 
students, faculty and visitors to the college. The office received its facelift over the 
summer months. The six-week construction project was completed just in time 
for the 1994 fall semester and for new associate dean Dr. Gay Miller to move 
into her professional quarters.
Office space was increased by approximately 152 square feet. The expansion gained 
much-needed room for office staff and student records. Due to the previous space 
constraints, file cabinets containing student and office records were stored in various 
locations. This made filing and retrieving records inefficient. Now all the records 
have a permanent and secure home.
Gone are the days when students and visitors spilled out into the hallway 
waiting for appointments or answers to questions. A small waiting area now 
allows students and visitors a comfortable place to sit within the office while 
waiting for appointments or information.
Glass double doors were added along the west entrance to keep copier machine 
noise out, but allow light in. The associate dean’s office was also expanded and will 
soon include a table and chairs for small group meetings.
The Office of Academic and Student Affairs thanks everyone who helped 
make this inviting space available for the college.
College
Happenings
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Laboratory Anim al, Oncology, and Pathology Gain N e w  Faculty
Dr. Barbara E. Kitchell filled the long-empty oncologist 
position at the college’s Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital 
on August 1,1994. She sports an impressive list of qualifications, 
combined with an enthusiastic, service-oriented attitude.
In addition to the state-funded residency position in oncology, 
Dr. Kitchell brings with her a residency program funded by All- 
Care Animal Referral Center in Fountain Valley, California 
which provides two additional oncology residents. Two residents will be at Illinois 
while the third will be stationed in California, rotating on a semester basis.
She also has a grant from the National Cancer Institute to study molecular aspects 
of feline leukemia virus (FeLV) induced cancer.
Dr. Kitchell earned her DVM degree from Purdue in 1979, then practiced for a 
year in Massachusetts before serving a small animal internship at the University o f 
Minnesota and an internal medicine residency at the University of California, Davis. 
She attained board certification in the American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine in both internal medicine and oncology.
After completing her residency, she stayed on at Davis for two years as a 
visiting lecturer. She then took a position with a private specialty practice in 
Berkeley, California, where she handled oncology referrals.
In 1989, Dr. Kitchell returned to the University of California to pursue a PhD 
program in cancer biology with the department of comparative pathology. Concur- 
rendy, she did a post-doctoral fellowship in molecular oncogenesis at Stanford 
Medical School, Stanford, California. She received her PhD degree in December 
1994.
In 1993, Dr. Kitchell was awarded the Gaines “Fido” Award for Veterinarian of the 
Year. She is enthusiastic about her profession, stating that her goal is to “maintain 
the quality of the animal’s life.” She and her team of residents will receive cancer 
cases daily, which should make referrals easier for practitioners. She’ll be offering 
new treatment modalities, including chemosensitivity assays, new anti-cancer 
drugs, and immunotherapy approaches to cancer.
W hen not at work, Dr. Kitchell enjoys gardening and spending time with her 
children, Andrew, 3, and Caroline, 1. She is married to Nick Koch.
Dr. Michael Koch joined the Office of Laboratory Animal 
Care at the college as a clinical veterinarian and assistant professor 
of veterinary pathobiology on August 1, 1994.
Prior to accepting the Illinois position, he completed an MS 
degree in laboratory animal medicine at the University of Mis­
souri, Columbia. He will be working towards board certification 
in the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine.
Dr. Koch earned his DVM degree from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
in 1991.
He will be coordinating clinical care of all species of laboratory animals on 
campus as well as at the college. He will review medical and surgical records, 
making sure projects are in compliance with laboratory animal care policies. He 
advises researchers on the best form of anesthesia, analgesics, euthanasia, and 
surgical procedures to use with their projects. In addition, he will teach some 
aspects of laboratory animal science to fourth-year veterinary students.
Dr. Koch hopes to become involved in collaborative research in some form of 
physiologic study. His MS degree took a look at nitric oxide synthase in 
cardiovascular physiology.
He also plans to be an advocate of the humane use of animals in research. He 
feels that it’s important to counter any negative information given by certain animal 
rights groups.
O n the home front, Dr. Koch has a wife, Patricia. He enjoys fishing, golfing, 
softball, camping, and travel.
O n November 1, 1994, the college gained a new veterinary 
pathologist, Dr. Frederique Poulet. Sporting a background in 
toxicological pathology and retrovirology, she would like to 
study the mechanisms of oncogenesis and is eager to take 
advantage of exciting collaborative opportunities at Illinois.
“I would like to combine clinics and basic research,” Dr. 
Poulet says. “This is a unique opportunity to develop such a 
program. There is a core of people with common interest at Illinois.”
A native of Belgium, Dr. Poulet received her DVM degree in 1985 from the 
University o f Liege, Belgium. She continued her schooling at the Ecole Nationale 
Veterinaire de Toulouse, France, where she obtained an MS degree in laboratory
CONTINUED AT TOP OF PAGE
animal toxicological pathology in 1988. She then went to Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, where she served a pathology residency and became board 
certified by the American College of Veterinary Pathologists in 1990. She remained 
at Cornell to earn her PhD in pathology in 1994.
Now that she has joined the Illinois veterinary faculty as an assistant professor in 
the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, Dr. Poulet will teach pathology to 
veterinary students, perform pathology service for the Diagnostic Laboratory, and 
carry out research.
She plans to look at the molecular basis of chemically-induced or retrovirus- 
induced malignancies. She is also interested in the hormonal aspect of cancer. W hat 
effects do hormones have on cancer and what are the impacts of environmental 
contaminants with hormone-like effects on human, livestock or wildlife health? Dr. 
Poulet feels it is important to ask these questions, and that veterinarians, as a result o f 
their wide background and expertise, have a role to play in environmental issues.
W hen not at work, Dr. Poulet enjoys outdoor activities such as jogging and hiking. 
Her husband, Dr. Paul Vancutsem, has applied for a position at Illinois as well.
Jo h n s o n  & Jo h n s o n  G ra n t O p e n s D oors for 
D isco ve rin g  N e w  A n tib a cte ria l A g e n ts
Dean V.E. Valli (fa r le ft) and  d ep a rtm en t head Dr. W anda 
H aschek- H ock (fa r righ t) look on as Dr. R ichard  Isaacson  (2nd 
from  left) a c c e p ts  the  firs t insta llm ent o f the Johnson  & Johnson 
Focused  G iv ing  G rant from  co m p an y rep resen ta tive  Dr. John 
Barre tt (2nd from  right).
If funding is what allows research to 
happen, Dr. Richard Isaacson at the Uni­
versity of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine has just been given a running 
start. As a recipient of a three-year, 
$85,000-per-year Focused Giving Grant 
from Johnson & Johnson in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, he plans to iden­
tify new target genes which could yield 
therapeutic alternatives to antibiotics in 
the fight against bacterial disease.
According to Dr. Isaacson, bacterial 
infections remain a leading cause of 
illness and death worldwide. “This is, to a 
large extent, due to the emergence of 
bacteria that are resistant to commonly 
used antibiotics,” he notes. “Resistance to 
one drug frequendy is accompanied by 
resistance to others.”
In some cases, organisms have devel­
oped resistance to so many different types 
of antibiotics that therapy is difficult if 
not impossible. To circumvent this situa­
tion, researchers are looking for new ap­
proaches to antimicrobial therapy.
Dr. Isaacson will be looking specifically 
at E. coli which, along with Staphylococ­
cus organisms, seem to be responsible for 
the greatest number of life-threatening 
infections worldwide. He plans to use 
innovative research strategies to identify 
potential targets for antibiotic treatments.
By targeting virulence-associated genes 
instead of an entire organism, it’s possible
that new therapeutic drugs could be 
developed. The new drugs would in­
hibit the disease process, rendering a 
pathogen harmless instead of destroy­
ing it the way antibiotics do. Dr. 
Isaacson believes this new approach to 
fighting pathogens will decrease the 
likelihood of the emergence of drug- 
resistant bacteria.
“This is a new approach to fighting 
bacterial diseases,” he says. “As a scien­
tist, I feel this is a very exciting oppor­
tunity to discover vital new inform­
ation that will be therapeutically im­
portant for controlling diseases in the 
future.”
It’s a novel approach, made possible 
by a substantial, unrestricted grant.
The Focused Giving grants are com­
petitive. They are intended to “set new 
directions in science and technology.” 
The program fosters relationships be­
tween scientists at universities and re­
search institutions and those working 
at Johnson & Johnson’s family of 
companies.
Johnson & Johnson is the world’s 
largest health care company. They 
offer a wide range of products and 
services, including drugs, wound clo­
sure and care products, surgical equip­
ment, ophthalmic products, dental care 
products, baby and skin care products, 
and sanitary protection products.
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Four Received A w ards During Veterinary Alum ni M eeting
Dr. B ruce B rod ie  (front, left),
Terry R a thgeber (front, cente r),
Dr. G eo rge  R ichards (front, right), and 
Dr. B ill M cE n iry (back, left) rece ived  
aw ards on S eptem ber 29th. The 
aw ards w ere  p resen ted  by 
Dr. Sam R istich (back , right), p res iden t 
of the  co lle ge 's  a lum ni assoc ia tion.
Four individuals received awards 
during the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine Alumni 
Association’s annual meeting on Sep­
tember 29,1994. In addition, the vet­
erinary college honored outgoing 
university president Stan Ikenberry 
and his wife, Judy, for their years of 
positive association with the college.
Dr. George Richards,
§ Danville, Illinois, received the 
association’s Award of Merit for 
extraordinary interest and loyalty 
to the College ofVeterinary Medi­
cine and for having attained out­
standing success and distinction in 
the profession of veterinary medi­
cine. The award is presented to an 
alum nus o f the college (Dr. 
Richards is a 1967 graduate).
Dr. William McEniry, Ashton, 
Illinois, received the Service 
Award given to a non-alumnus of 
the college for meritorious service to the 
veterinary profession. A 1960 Iowa 
State graduate, Dr. McEniry owns a 
mixed (both large and small animal) 
practice. He has been active in veterinary 
organizations both locally and statewide. 
O n the national level, he served as the 
Illinois delegate to the American Veteri­
nary Medical Association through 1993 
and as treasurer of the organization in
1993.
Dr. Bruce Brodie and  Terry 
Rathgeber, both o f Champaign, Illi­
nois, each received a Special Service 
Award for service to the college and to
the veterinary profession. Dr. Brodie is 
a 1960 M ichigan graduate. He has 
taught food animal medicine at the 
college for 40 years, showing genuine 
interest in and patience with his stu­
dents. He has promoted the college on 
both a national and international level.
Terry Rathgeber, who received his BS 
and MS degrees from the University of 
Illinois in 1970 and 1975, respectively, 
became the college’s Associate Dean for 
Development in 1992. He has served the 
college in a number of roles for over 24 
years. During that time, he has been in­
strum ental in development o f the 
college’s Companion Animal Memorial
Fund, Achievement Fund, and major 
donor programs, as well as many of the 
college’s public outreach programs.
The veterinary college also honored 
outgoing university president and first 
lady Stan and Judy Ikenberry for 
their support of the college during 
their tenure. The college presented 
them with a woodburned collage de­
picting the Ikenberrys and their dog, 
Solo, with the veterinary college in the 
background. The self-taught artist, 
Gary Cutler, assisted with the un­
veiling. Cutler is a storekeeper at the 
veterinary college.
Faculty, Staff Honored at Second Annual College A w ards Cerem ony
From left to right: 
Ul p res iden t 
S tanley Ikenberry 
and  his w ife, Judy, 
a c c e p t artwork 
from  the co lle ge 's  
dean  V.E. Valli 
and  artist G ary 
C utler (w ho w orks 
as a sto rekeepe r 
at the co lle ge ) for 
the ir s u pp o rt of 
the  co lle ge  during  
the ir tenure.
Jum er’s Castle Lodge in Urbana 
served as the site for the second an­
nual College of Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM) awards and recognition pro­
gram on October 28th. Dr. David 
Rash, 1960 Illinois DVM  graduate 
and current president o f the ISVMA, 
served as Master o f Ceremonies.
The Teaching, Research, Service, 
and All-Round Excellence awards are 
supported through donations made to 
the college’s Achievement Fund. Award 
winners received $1,000 and framed 
certificates. Runners-up received $250 
and certificates.
Dr. David Sisson, 
associate professor of 
cardiology in veteri­
nary clinical medi­
cine, won the CVM 
T eaching  Award.
Third- and fourth- 
year veterinary students select nomi­
nees for presenting material with 
enthusiasm, dedication, clarity, and 
creativity, and integrating subject con­
cepts into the overall framework of 
the veterinary curriculum.
Dr. Sandra Manfra, assistant profes­
sor of small animal surgery in veterinary 
clinical medicine, and Dr. Herbert 
Whiteley, associate 
professor of pathol­
ogy in veterinary 
pathobiology, each re­
ceived a CVM All- 
R ound Excellence 
Award. This honor 
was bestowed upon 
Drs. Manfra and Whiteley for excel­
ling in all areas of the college’s three­
fold mission of teaching, research and 
service.
Winning the CVM Service Award for 
outstanding committee work, clinical ser­
vice, and continuing 
education  was Dr. 
LeRoy Biehl, profes­
sor of epidemiology and 
preventive medicine in 
veterinary pathobiology 
and coordinator o f the 
Office of Continuing 
Education-Public Ser- 
vice/Extension. Individuals can be nomi­
nated for this award by their college 
departments and by regional veterinary 
medical associations. Dr. Bruce Brodie, 
veterinary clinical medicine, was also nomi­
nated.
Dr. Mark Kuhlenschmidt, associate 
professor of microbiol­
ogy and immunology 
in the veterinary  
pathobiology depart­
m ent, garnered the 
CVM Research Award.
This award is given in 
recognition for quality 
and quantity of publications, research 
awards, and outside recognition of the 
nominee’s work.
In addition to these presentations, Dr. 
Larry Fox, 1968 Illinois DVM graduate 
and current president 
of the Chicago Veteri­
nary Medical Associa­
tion  (CVM A), 
presented Dr. Sandra 
Manfra w ith  the 
CVMA Outstanding 
Instructor Award. The
award consists of a $1,000 grant to pur­
chase equipment or materials for the 
award winner’s field of choice. This is the 
first year the award has been presented. It 
is decided by CVMA members who have 
graduated from the 
University of Illinois 
w ithin the last two 
years.
The college also 
recognized the 1994 
Robert & Lucy Gra­
ham Award recipient,
Maty Hayn, storekeeper II in veterinary
clinical medicine. The award, consist­
ing of a plaque and $300, is presented 
annually to a staff (nonacademic) em­
ployee at the college who has made 
outstanding contributions to the col­
lege. College faculty, staff, and retirees 
were also honored for their outstand­
ing contributions in teaching, research, 
and service.
(Editors Note: Any given department 
may not win the Teaching, Research, 
Service or All-Round Excellence award in 
two consecutive years.)
Dr. Greenfield  R e ce ive s M erck  C re a tiv ity  A w a rd
Dr. Cathy Greenfield, assistant professor of veterinary clini­
cal medicine at the college, recendy received the MSD AGVET 
Award for Creativity. The award rewards and promotes inno­
vative approaches by the faculty toward veterinary medical 
education.
This award, sponsored by MSD AGVET, a division of Merck 
& Co., Inc., consists of a $1,000 honorarium presented to a 
winner at each of the nation’s 27 veterinary colleges. Winners at the college level 
become eligible for a $25,000 national grant.
Dr. Greenfield won the award based on her development and use of realistic soft 
tissue models as a replacement for terminal animal surgery in the veterinary 
curriculum. According to Dr. Greenfield, the realistic soft tissue models in the 
veterinary surgical curriculum have altered the way soft tissue surgery is taught at 
Illinois. These changes have dramatically decreased the number of animals that 
are euthanized yearly for this purpose.
“The models have opened up new educational opportunities that have not 
previously been available to surgical educators,” she says. “We now can teach 
surgery using organs with pathologic conditions, allowing the student to learn not 
only the procedure, but also to make intraoperative decisions.”
The models are anatomically correct, plastic canine organs which have the 
tissue-handling and suturing properties of the real organ in the live animal.
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University of Illinois College
Services at the College
Laboratory of Veterinary Diagnostic Medicine A.M. Gallina 217/333-1620
Office of Laboratory Animal Care G.D. Taylor 217/244-1829
Large Animal Clinic Referrals 217/333-2001
National Animal Poison Control Center W.B. Buck 217/333-2053
Small Animal Clinic Referrals 217/333-5311
Veterinary Medicine Library M. Williams 217/333-2193
College Administration 217/333-2760
Dean
V.E. Valli
Associate Deans
Gay Miller Erwin Small Terry Rathgeber Joe DiPietro
Academic Affairs Alumni & Public Affairs Development Research
LeRoy Biehl
Coordinator
Biomedical
Continuing Education & Public Service 217/333-2907 ---------------------------------  Communications Center
K risti A. Green Gavin M eerdink Allan Paul Dean Scoggins Gene Zinn Dave Vyverberg
Director
Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine 217/333-5310
H. Fred Troutt
Anesthesiology Equine Medicine & Surgery
Gordon Baker Jon  Foreman David Freeman Tom Goetz
Chair
Bill Olson David M artin
Resident
David Ramsey
Resident
Olivia Inoue
Resident
M ark  Martinelli
Resident
Carol Vischer
Resident
------- Food Animal Medicine & Surgery ---------
Dale Nelson Lynnel Rowan Pam W alker
Resident Resident
Radiology
Bob Twardock Robert C larkson Jean Cloran
Acting Chair
Steve Kneller John Losonsky
Melissa Dudley
Resident
Janna  Johnson
Resident
Dentistry
Susan Seitz Kevin W inkler
Resident Resident
Don Krawiec, Chair Tom Burke
Urinary & Exotics, Reproduction 
Internal Medicine & General Medicine
Karen Campbell Randy Itkin
Dermatology Nuclear Medicine 
& Urinary
Brendan M cKiernan Alan Parker
Respiratory & Neurology
Internal Medicine
Cynthia Ramsey Dave Sisson
Community Practice & Cardiology 
Emergency Medicine
Kevin Byrne Lisa Down Leslie Henshaw Carol M arks Renee Riepe Bradley Schmidt B arbara Biller
Resident Resident Resident Resident Resident Resident Resident
Dermatology Internal Medicine Dermatology Internal Medicine Cardiology Oncology Oncology
Veterinary Medicine Faculty
Department of Veterinary Biosciences 217/333-2506
Acting Head
Ken Holmes
Nuclear Medicine/Physiology
Bob Twardock Dave Bunick M ark Chambers Aslam Hassan
Chair
Gary Jackson M urli M anohar Gary Sherman Mike Tumbleson
Morphology
Ken Holmes Paul Cooke Jo Ann Eurell Rex Hess
Chair
Gary Iwamoto Je rry  Pijanowski M ark Simon
Chair
Veterinary Pathobiology 217/333-2449
Head
W anda Haschek-Hock
Microbiology/Immunology
Ned Hahn Roberto Docampo Richard Isaacson Ibulaimu Kakoma M ark K uhlenschmidt
Chair
Comparative Medicine
Gail Scherba Gale Taylor Randy Peper M ichael Koch
M ariangela Segre Ray Smith Deoki Tripathy Eric Vimr Federico Zuckermann
Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine
Uriel Kitron Laura Hungerford Ron Smith Ron Weigel
Chair
Allan Paul
Chair
Carl Jones Silvia M oreno
R ichard French
Resident
L aura Gum precht
Resident
Julie Johnson
Resident
Brian Knight
Resident
Tom M arch William M eier Michael M irsky
Resident Resident Resident
Mike Ringenberg M ark  Rolsma
Resident Resident
Phil Solter
Resident
Jim  Zachary
Dr. Lloyd Davis Retires
Dr. Lloyd E. Davis, professor of veterinary biosciences and 
clinical medicine in clinical pharmacology, retired on December 
31, 1994. Dr. Davis was instrumental in the development of 
veterinary clinical pharmacology in the U.S.
From the outset of his career he knew that he wanted to teach 
veterinary medicine. “One can treat only so many animals during 
one’s career, but by training other veterinarians, one can leverage 
that,” he points out.
Dr. Davis has taught over 3,000 veterinary students, numerous veterinary 
practitioners, and has trained 10 veterinary pharmacologists, all of whom remain 
active in the discipline and the profession. Above all, he has emphasized the proper 
use of drugs. He is a strong believer in caring for the patient rather than treating 
laboratory data.
“We need to maintain a balance between art and science and between 
technology and caring,” he says.
Dr. Davis joined the Illinois faculty in 1978. He received his DVM degree 
from The Ohio State University in 1959, and his PhD in pharmacology from 
the University o f Missouri in 1963. He served on the faculty of the University of 
Missouri, The Ohio State University, the University of Nairobi (Kenya), and 
Colorado State University before coming to Illinois. Comparative pharmacology 
was his area of emphasis. He is a founding fellow of the American Academy of 
Veterinary Pharmacology and Therapeutics and served as the organization’s first 
president. He was a charter diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Clinical Pharmacology and served as their first chairman of the Board of Regents.
During his career, Dr. Davis has served on numerous national committees and 
boards, plus has written more than 250 publications, including five books. He has 
been asked to consult with a variety of organizations including the U.S. 
Pharmacopeial Convention and the Food and Drug Administration.
His major research and teaching thrust was in species differences in disposition 
and fate of drugs and in regional blood flow. His interest in veterinary clinical 
pharmacology encompassed the integration of pharmacological principles into 
the teaching of clinical veterinary medicine; continuing education for practitioners; 
and improved methods of drug therapy in clinical patients and influence of 
disease on disposition and fate of drugs.
Dr. Davis plans to continue his woodworking hobby and to study military history.
C o m p u t e r s  continued from page
programs that include windows and 
pull-down menu screens. These com­
puters can run programs that provide 
visual as well as written information. 
For example, a student can read about 
a disease in an animal and simply 
“click” the screen to view photos of 
that disorder, all while sitting in front 
of a computer terminal.
Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Ron 
Smith, students also have fingertip 
access to a wealth of reference material 
via computer. Dr. Smith has already 
compiled the Merck Veterinary M anual 
on computer and is in the process of 
compiling veterinary class notes. Once 
entered, this inform ation can be 
searched by subject, word, or whatever 
format is most beneficial to the user. 
Users can also access the electronic 
version of “FDA Approved Animal 
Drug Database.”
“My long range goal is to test the 
concept of the paperless curriculum, 
whereby all course materials are 
distributed electronically in searchable 
forms to all college desktop computers 
and students’ own portable micro­
computers,” Dr. Smith notes.
Dr. Smith has also used Mosaic to 
open up a college connection to the 
World Wide Web, an Internet-based
hypermedia information system that al­
lows users to discover, retrieve, and dis­
play documents and data from all over 
the Internet. Hypermedia means that 
information is interconnected in a way 
that a user can click on a term, icon, or 
image in a document and automatically 
be pointed at another related docu­
ment anywhere on the Internet. Users 
report that they can “surf” a wide vari­
ety of information and resources in this 
way.
The enhanced computer capabilities 
dovetail with the college’s new comput­
erized video projection units in all ma­
jor lecture rooms. Classroom projection 
capabilities were doubled recently thanks 
to grants from Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. 
and a Computer Fund grant from the 
University of Illinois. The units allow 
instructors to project large-screen, 
high-resolution videotapes, computer- 
base lecture material and images, and 
sample slides.
Together, it all means that students, 
faculty, and staff at the college have 
more access to information of all types. 
The end result is enhanced learning. ■
M e m oria l Fund continued from page 3
simply interested in helping companion animals. The following comments from 
clients are just a sampling of the responses:
• Thank you fo r your very nice note about the death o f our cat. In  it you told us ofour 
veterinary hospitals contribution to the University o f Illinois College o f Veterinary 
Medicine in our cat’s memory. Your news came a t a time when it meant very much to us. 
I t lifted our pet s death out ofthe realm o f pure sadness and into a realm ofhelp and hope 
fo r other companions —  as you so well called them— who we love.
• We wanted you to know that we received your personal announcement advising us 
o f the donation sent to you from  our veterinary hospital in memory o f our beloved dog. 
Words cannot tell you how our hearts were touched by this expression o f sympathy.
• I  received your letter today and wordsfail me. I  had no idea my anim al clinic made 
this donation in my cat's name. They treated her from  a kitten to the time o f her death 
- 19years! She has left a great emptiness in my home, but not in my heart. I  w ill be in 
touch w ith my veterinarian to express my sincere thanks. To help continue your work and 
research, my check in enclosed.
• I  wish to thank you fo r the sympathy notefrom yourpeople on the death ofour dog. 
I  told my minister that i f  the people o f this world had the personality ofthe Collie dogs I  
owned, it would be a better world fo r all. I'm  pleased the contributionfrom my veterinary 
hospital was made in memory o f our dog.
Veterinarians have also reported that the memorial program has strengthened their 
veterinarian/client relationships. One veterinarian wrote:
• I  am writing to thank you fo r your wonderful program, the Companion Anim al 
M emorial Fund. I  cannot begin to relate the many stories o f people who have called us or 
have written to express their thanks. This has truly been a great benefit to not only the 
anim al owner but my practice as well. I  think all veterinarians feel fo r people and the 
anim al when we have to p u t one to sleep. B ut feeling often isn’t  enough — you want to 
do something. To do something is to show compassion and the Companion Anim al 
M emorial Fund is that something!
In addition to extremely good client relations, all gifts are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. At the same time, gifts provide needed support for companion 
animal research and service at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine.
The simple act of making a memorial gift to the Companion Animal Memorial 
Fund in the name o f a recently lost animal can mean so much to a grieving owner. 
It is a fitting way to show that someone cares during a time when an animal owner 
needs to feel someone understands their loss.
For more information about participating in the Companion Animal Memorial 
Fund contact Terry Rathgeber, Office of Development, (217/333-2762). ■
Dr. Bruce Brodie Retires After 
40 Years of Teaching
F o rty  years o f  
teaching excellence 
drew to a close when 
Dr. Bruce Brodie re­
tired on August 31, 
1994.
A 1951 graduate of 
Michigan State University, Dr. Brodie 
practiced a year in Minnesota and two 
years in Michigan before joining the 
Illinois faculty as an instructor in 1954.
He loved teaching, as was obvious 
from his ever-patient demeanor with 
students over the years. As one o f his 
colleagues stated, the term “the gentle 
doctor” must have been coined with 
Dr. Brodie in mind. He was selected 
as Norden Distinguished Teacher twice 
—  once in 1965 and again in 1979.
Dr. Brodie primarily taught bovine 
theriogenology, large animal medicine, 
infectious disease, and dairy herd health
courses. He organized field trips to 
Illinois correctional facility herds for 
veterinary students. The trips provide 
herd health services to the facility catde 
herds as well as beneficial field learn­
ing experience for the students.
He also spent sabbaticals in Egypt 
and Africa, working with veterinarians 
in those countries to teach them the 
fine points of palpating cattle. He re­
cently returned from spending a 
month working with cattle producers 
in Nicaragua.
A retirement dinner was held in his 
honor on October 20,1994 at Jumer’s 
Casde Lodge in Urbana.
Dr. Brodie plans to stay active in the 
profession he loves, but be more free 
to pursue hobbies and travel. He will 
be returning part-time to teach dairy 
reproduction.
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Dr. E dw ard M urphy (left), 1952, 
Lew istown, III., and Dr. Robert Butzow, 
1952, Shreveport, Lou isiana, p resen t a 
p laque  to the co lle ge  on behalf of the ir 
c la ss  —  the  c o lle g e ’s first. The p laque  
reconfirm s the  com m itm ent o f the 
C lass of 1952 to the  ve te rina ry co lle ge  
and the  p ro fession.
■  Dr. Louis Ohlendorf, 1954, 
Amboy, 111., retired in September after 
40 years of practice. He started his 
career in the back room of a clothing 
store after graduation. Four years 
later, he built his current home and 
practiced out of it for 10 years. He 
opened his current clinic in 1968.
■  Dr. Warren Anderson, 1956, 
Naperville, 111., has been named chair­
man of the AVMA Group Health 
and Life Insurance Trust (GHLIT). 
Recently the G H LIT traveled to 
Washington DC, where members of 
the GHLIT lobbied congress regard­
ing association insurance.
■  Dr. J. Wayne Rehn, 1961, Alpha, 
111., was elected in July to serve as a 
director on the Executive Board of the 
American Association of Veterinary 
State Boards (AAVSB). This is the first 
time in history that Illinois has had 
representation on the AAVSB. The 
AAVSB has reorganized and will as­
sume an expanded role on the Na­
tional Board Examining Committee 
in formulating and administering the 
National Board Examination.
The C lass of 1964, 30-year reunion.
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■  Dr. Thomas Riebold, 1972, 
Corvallis, Oregon, was promoted to 
professor at Oregon State University’s 
College ofVeterinary Medicine in July 
1994. He serves as director of the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital at the 
college. He is also a diplomate of the 
American College o f Veterinary 
Anesthesiologists.
■  Dr. Eileen “Sam” Morris, 1976, 
has expanded her Crete, 111. veterinary 
practice. The new Plum Creek Re­
gional Animal Medical Center is adja­
cent to the previous hospital site, but is 
bigger. Dr. Morris has owned the facil­
ity since 1981. Dr. Paula Bratich, 
1991, also works at the clinic.
The C lass of 1974, 20-year reunion.
■  Dr. Rick DeBowes, 1979, Kansas 
State University Veterinary Medical 
Teaching Hospital, Manhattan, has 
taken on the position of acting head of 
the Department of Clinical Sciences. 
A national search for a permanent 
department head will begin in early 
1995. Dr. DeBowes had been head of 
the equine section and associate de­
partment head.
■  Dr. Bob Patyk, 1979, 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, has started 
up a relief veterinary service. He pro­
vides companion animal medicine 
and surgery for veterinarians who 
need time off from their practice. 
Areas covered include W isconsin 
and northern Illinois.
The C lass of 1979, 15-year reunion.
The C lass of 1969, 25-year reunion.
■  Dr. Bradford W. Shive, 1981, has 
recently  taken a position  w ith  
SmithKline Beecham, headquartered in 
Exton, Pennsylvania. He will work in 
the Livestock Division as one of the 
Senior Swine Technical Services Veteri- 
narians. His primary responsibilities are 
to provide technical services to veteri­
narians and producers in the Midwest.
s  He was formerly the manager of 
Marketing Technical Services at 
DEKALB Swine Breeders, Inc. Dr. 
Shive and his wife, Leslie (IL DVM 
’81), and four children will continue 
to live in DeKalb, 111.
■  Dr. Dave Wickersham, 1981, re- 
cendy opened a new small animal prac­
tice, Woodland Veterinary Clinic, in 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. He had 
practiced in Wisconsin Rapids for the 
past 12 years, and was co-owner of a 
small animal practice there before he 
opened his own. His wife, Joanne 
Collins Wickersham, is business man­
ager for the clinic.
The C lass of 1984, 10-year reunion.
■  Dr. Stephen B. Hooser, 1982, has 
accepted an appointment as head of 
the Toxicology Section of the Ani­
mal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 
(ADDL) and assistant professor in 
the  D ep artm en t o f  V eterinary  
Pathobiology in the School o f Vet­
erinary Medicine at Purdue Univer­
sity, West Lafayette, Indiana.
■  Lt. Col. Robert Weir, 1982, 
staff veterinarian with the Naval 
Supply Systems Command, has 
been chosen as an AVMA Con­
gressional Fellow for 1994-95. 
Qualified veterinarians spend one 
year working as congressional staff 
in Washington, D.C. Individuals 
selected have demonstrated special 
competence in veterinary medicine 
and possess a broad professional 
background. They are capable of 
working on a wide range o f public 
policy issues. They lend their pro­
fessional advice and expertise to 
members o f Congress.
■  Dr. Kathy (Olsen) Guthrie, 1989, 
Towanda, 111., has joined Dr. W.R. 
Brunton, 1962, at Ambassador Ani­
mal Hospital, Bloomington, 111. as a 
new associate. She has practiced in 
Bloomington for four years, specializ­
ing in medical and surgical care of 
small animals.
B la s to m yco s is  
C a s e s  S o u gh t
Drs. Don Krawiec and Brendan 
McKiernan are starting a new canine 
blastomycosis study. PLEASE call 
before referring cases. The entire cost 
of the diagnostic work-up and treat­
ment (typically $800-1,400) would 
be covered if a dog is treated under 
this clinical research protocol. For 
more details or to refer a case, please
call 217/333-5311.
F ra c tu re  C a se s  
N ee de d
Drs. Ann Johnson and Melissa 
Dudley are starting a project to 
evaluate healing of canine commi­
nuted tibial fractures. They need clini­
cal patients (large, mature dogs that are 
greater than 40 lbs. and 1 year or 
older) with comminuted middiaphy- 
seal tibial fractures. There is financial 
support for owners. Call Dr. Ann 
Johnson at 217/333-5300.
■  Col. William Kent Kerr, DVM, 
1964, retired on August 31 after more 
than 30 years of service in the U.S. 
Army. He and his wife, the former 
Evelyn Sue Berger, will reside in Cor­
pus Christi, Texas. His tours of duty 
included paratrooper service, six years 
in Panama and Latin America, four 
years in Germany, one year in Vietnam, 
two and a half years in Japan, and 
seven years in Hawaii. His last assign­
ment was as commander of the Pacific 
Veterinary Service Support Area, 
which involved responsibility for vet­
erinary support for the Department of 
Defense in the Pacific Theater.
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The C lass of 1989 held  a 
m em oria l se rv ice  for c lassm a te  
H eid i Lott a round  a tree  they 
b ough t and  p lan ted  at the  co lle ge  
in her m em ory. The tree  w as 
p u rcha sed  w ith dona tions a fter 
Dr. He id i Lo tt’s untim ely  death. 
H e id i’s father, Dr. David  Lott, a lso 
a ve te rinarian , jo ined  the  group .
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•  Christine Merle, third-year veteri­
nary student at the college, served as a 
student extern in the American Veteri­
nary Medical Association’s Govern­
ment Relations Division (GRD) over 
the summer. GRD is a highly successful 
program that benefits the veterinary 
profession by improving legislation 
that affects veterinarians. Student 
externs have been direcdy responsible 
for getting co-sponsors for certain 
House bills and serve as liaisons with 
federal agencies.
•  Robert Castillo, third-year veteri­
nary student, is continuing his term as 
Morris Animal Foundation Ballard 
Student. The Ballard student educates 
the student body and the faculty at 
his school about the Foundation’s 
vital role in animal health. For their 
efforts, they receive a stipend each se­
mester. Students who are chosen are 
bright, articulate, enthusiastic, and 
share the common Morris Animal 
Foundation goal of “a better tomor­
row for animals.”
Envirovet enjoyed its 4th successful 
session July 17 through August 12, 
1994 in Duluth, Minnesota. The pro­
gram, directed by Dr. Val Beasley, 
veterinary biosciences, attracted 21 par­
ticipants from 12 states plus Canada 
and even Kenya. Approximately 75 
percent of the class were veterinarians, 
and most of the rest were third- or 
fourth-year veterinary students who 
wanted to explore career options. Sev­
eral o f them had previous zoo or wild­
life experience and sought to broaden 
their horizons to aquatic species. The 
participants were especially interested 
in pathology, toxicology and environ­
mental management. Envirovet in­
volves faculty from across the U.S.
Envirovet 
pa rtic ipa n ts  
s ift th rough  
trays of 
inverteb ra tes  
taken  from  an 
area stream .
and Canada, including individuals 
from Johns Hopkins Medical U ni­
versity, The Armed Forces Institute 
o f Pathology, the U.S. EPA, Eli Lilly 
and Company, Dow Chemical Com ­
pany, Monsanto, Rutgers University, 
Cornell University, Atlantic Veteri­
nary College, and a number of other 
institutions. Envirovet is co-directed 
by Dr. Mary Balcer, Lake Superior 
Research Institute, University o f W is­
consin-Superior; Drs. Thomas Eurell 
and Gary Koritz, University o f Illi­
nois College o f Veterinary Medicine; 
and Dr. Randall Hicks, Departm ent 
o f Biology, University o f Minnesota- 
Duluth.
•  Dr. Rex Hess, veterinary biosciences, 
and his colleagues Dr. David Bunick, 
veterinary  biosciences, and Dr. 
Seiichiroh Ohsako, a visiting PhD stu­
dent from Japan, had a manuscript 
selected as the feature article in the 
Anatomical Record. One of their elec­
tron micrographs is being used as the 
journal’s cover photo. The manuscript 
is tided “Characterization of a testis 
specific protein localized to endoplas­
mic reticulum of spermatogenic cells.”
•  Dr. Deoki Tripathy, veterinary 
pathobiology, was invited to come to 
the San Diego Zoo and Wildlife Park 
from August 6-9, 1994, to consult on 
various avian poxvirus problems. His 
visit was sponsored by the Zoological 
Society of San Diego, California. He 
offered insight and advice on two con­
servation projects where avian poxvi­
rus was causing considerable 
morbidity and mortality.
•  The second annual Vet Med Canine 
Olympics, sponsored by the student 
American Canine Sports Medicine As­
sociation on September 19, 1994, was 
another success. Earning the highest to­
tal points to become “1994 Vet Med 
Canine Triathlete” was Ripley, owned 
by Kris Kamholz, third-year veterinary 
student. Forty dogs were entered over­
all. Dogs competed in the grooming, 
obedience, and obstacle course catego­
ries. Judges inc luded  Drs. Ron 
Eltzeroth, Kristi Arndt Green, Susie 
Kingston-Walker, and Allan Paid.
•  Dr. Ron Smith, veterinary  
pathobiology, has been invited to par­
ticipate on the American Veterinary 
Computer Society’s planning commit­
tee. The committee will address the fu­
ture direction of veterinary medical 
informatics. Dr. Smith was chosen on 
the basis of his leadership to represent 
education and clinical research on the 
committee.
•  Drs. Bob Twardock and Mark 
Chambers, nuclear medicine, Gordon 
Baker, equine, and Steve Kneller,
radiology, hosted their fifth Equine 
Nuclear Medicine Workshop on Sep­
tember 23-25, 1994. Participants to­
taled 18, with registrants coming from 
Germany, England, Mexico, and 10 
states. There continues to be a steady 
increase in private practice installations 
of nuclear medicine gamma cameras 
and probes. Interest in the workshop 
has remained strong among equine 
practitioners. W orkshop attendees 
come to obtain theoretical knowledge 
and hands-on experience with nuclear 
medicine techniques as applied to 
equine diagnostic medicine.
•  Warner Television donated air time 
for a commercial about the National 
A n im al Poison Control Center. TV
crews were at the college on September 
26, 1994, to shoot the one-minute 
commercial which will reach a potential 
20 million viewers.
R a dio logy C o n su lta tio n ?
D on’t Fo rget Y o u r A d d re s s  &  Phone!
Mail-in radiographic consultation has been a college service for some time now. 
As part of that service, radiologists try to contact the submitting veterinarians by 
phone as soon as possible.
Lately, those phone contacts have become more difficult, however, because 
practitioners are switching to computer-generated referral request letters that 
include less background information than their old clinic stationery did. Others 
use the diagnostic lab forms, which don’t call for full listing of clinic information.
To help us serve you better, please be sure to include your full address and phone 
number when you send radiographs for consultation.
•  John Wenz, third-year veterinary 
student, won the Third Annual Sigma 
Immunochemicals Photo Contest. He 
submitted a photomicrograph of rat se­
miniferous tubules immunostained for 
microtubules and intermediate fila­
ments. Wenz received $250, and his 
photo will be printed in the 1995 Sigma 
Immunochemicals catalog.
Q 7 A  0G/01
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O T S  H o sts  R a ce  
Fo r A n im a ls
O n September 11th, Omega Tau 
Sigma (OTS), the professional veteri­
nary fraternity, hosted the first-ever 
“Race For Animals.” Over 190 regis­
trants —  60 walked or ran with their 
dogs —  competed in the 5 K event.
Marta Pease, OTS vice president 
and second-year veterinary student, 
said the goal of the race was to promote 
community health and celebrate the 
human-animal bond. OTS was pleased 
that so many members of surround­
ing communities, including veterinary 
faculty, staff, students and spouses, 
took part in the race. The group hopes 
to hold it again next year.
LAMS served as major corporate 
sponsor of the event. A reception and 
awards ceremony was provided at the 
race’s completion.
Participants received prizes in 13 
divisions. Veterinary Medicine win­
ning highlights: “Walkers with Ani­
mals division” 2nd Place —  Enrique 
Schcolnik, second-year student, and 
his dog; 3rd Place —  Peter Soboroff, 
third-year student, and his dog. “Male 
Walkers division” 1st Place —  Dr. 
Erwin Small, veterinary administra­
tion; 2nd Place— Dr. Gary Sherman, 
veterinary biosciences.
Seventy ve te rina ry  students, 
inc lu d in g  Illino is ’ Valerie  Schoen 
(VM2), ga ther in front o f H arlaxton 
M anor in East M id lands, Eng land  
d uring  W A LTH A M ’S In ternational 
Vete rinary S tuden ts ’ W eek.
•  Valerie Schoen, second-year veteri­
nary student and WALTHAM repre­
sentative, attended the first-ever 
WALTHAM International Veterinary 
Students’ Week during August 15-19, 
1994. Seventy veterinary students 
from 23 countries traveled to England 
to learn more about WALTHAM and 
pet nutrition and science. Some par­
ticipants were selected based on win­
ning essays; others were selected based 
on proven enthusiasm and energy to 
achieve in their undergraduate careers. 
The program featured lectures and 
workshops on lifestage feeding, bird 
and fish nutrition, clinical nutrition 
topics such as obesity and food aller­
gies, and practice management. Stu­
dents visited WALTHAM’s research 
facilities and pet food manufacturing 
plant, the Animal Health Trust, and 
London’s Royal Veterinary College.
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